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DAVID FARRER
There are funny films, amusing books, farcical plays and even comic operas. So where
is all the funny art? Good news, it’s at the Catto. Get down to Heath Street now if you
want to see a fox in World War One flying googles. With fetching scarf. 

Yes, sculptor David Farrer is back for his second exhibition after scoring a big hit in 2015.

David takes the regrettable tradition of mounting animals as trophy heads and
gleefully subverts it. His papier-mâché pieces (no animals were harmed in the tearing
up of the paper) are frankly hilarious. Every one of the animals has a similar lugubrious
expression that’s funny it itself. Hippo, in particular, looks very unimpressed. But then
there are the details: Bulldog smokes a cigar, Zebra has a stripy mohican, White
Rabbit’s ear features a pair of knickers. 

Oh, what fun. And carried off with such obvious skill. Forget about the comedy for a
moment (though why would you?) and it’s clear that every one of these works is
lovingly and beautifully executed. 

David developed his love of wildlife in the Victorian museums of his native Yorkshire.
When the the power cuts of the 1970s gave schools an impromptu day off he recalls
trawling those imposing buildings  and developing a special interest in the stuffed
animals. Later, he studied a fine art degree in Sunderland and The Hague, before
travelling the world.

His wandering brought him to Africa and it was there, in 1995, that he had the idea to
make recycled trophy heads. The work reflects his passion for the continent and its
wildlife. He says: “Being able to travel and share the environment that originally
inspired the work has been a huge privilege. Every visit is a jumbo-sized bonus. 

“The abiding memory of sculpting animal form is that there is no substitute for being
there first-hand for complete sensory immersion. Every time I visit Africa I leave a little
bit of my dreaming self behind in the red dusty landscape.” 

All dimensions in cm width by height by depth.
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Smokey Bacon 58 x 55 x 60cm



Mad March Hare 60 x 95 x 60cm4



5White Rabbit 60 x 80 x 55cm



6 Arabian Oryx 66 x 130 x 60cm (Olympic) Ring-Tailed Lemur 45 x 55 x 60cm
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Zebra 50 x 55 x 60cm
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Flying Fox 50 x 55 x 42cm Kirk’s Dik Dik 60 x 75 x 70cm
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Polar Bear 45 x 55 x 50cm
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Hippo 45 x 55 x 55cm

Walrus 45 x 77 x 50cm



11British Bulldog 45 x 55 x 42cm



12 Bongo 68 x 115 x 65cm Raccoon 45 x 55 x 50cm 



13African Penguin II 65 x 70 x 42cm



14 Hartebeest 50 x 97 x 60cm Black Rhino 56 x 100 x 63cm



Chameleon 45 x 55 x 45cm 15


