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Front Cover: Cliff and the Shadows, 100 x 150cm
Front Cover: Italian Landscape, 86 x 86cm, Oil on Canvas on Board

All works are Oil on Canvas
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Haydn Cottam
What lies beyond? This seems to be the question posed by Haydn Cottam’s beguiling 
landscape paintings. In most of them the subject appears to be a stream or a building 
or an island. But these points of interest remain slightly out of reach. In almost every 
one there are trees in the way. And just to add to the mystery, there might even be a 
person or two reflected in the water. 

It’s a rare gift, blending the sensory pleasure of landscape painting with a sense of 
drama. But it’s what Haydn has been working on for most of his 30 plus year career. 
Haydn was born in Merseyside, and is one of the celebrated generation of British 
painters to have emerged from St Martin’s College of Art in the eighties – a cohort that 
included Gavin Lockhart and Peter Doig.

After graduating, Haydn worked briefly as a dresser at the English National Opera. But 
he kept painting, and soon found considerable success. He was highly commended 
at the 1990 BP Portrait Award and also won the BP Travel award in 1991.  He has 
exhibited in Los Angeles, Berlin, London, Cardiff, Leicester, East Anglia, Cheltenham 
and Sussex. His work is part of the BBC archived National Art Collection.

Today, Haydn lives on the English south coast, and says its rolling hills provides constant 
inspiration for his paintings. He states: “My paintings often depict landscapes, which 
come from the experience of walking or cycling. They are often inspired by sensory and 
physical experiences, as well as memory and the emotional connections between mind, 
body and place.”

Exhibition dates: June 29th – July 23rd 2023
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Julian Vilarrubi
“The mysteries and beauties of oil paint take quite a bit of coaxing to reveal 
themselves. Luckily for me, I know they exist.” So says Julian Vilarrubi – whose latest 
bout of painterly ‘foraging’ is revealed in a superb collection of new works for Catto 
Gallery.

These landscape paintings are a delight. They are wonderfully ambiguous – somewhere 
between representative and abstract, flat and multi-dimensional. And the same goes 
for the colours – which are occasionally realistic, but can also be exaggerated as if from 
some 1950s technicolour movie. 

This ‘in between’ effect is fine by Julian, who adds that the way he paints contributes 
to the ambiguity. He says: “I make drawings and colour studies on-site and create the 
work back in the studio. This means memory becomes a more significant aspect than 
the strictly observational...somewhere in between the drawings, the studies and the 
memories lies the point of it all. To get to that and express it is the challenge.”

While Julian is traditional in his love of oil and his desire to work in the locations he 
selects, he is also willing to explore any technique that gets him closer to the desired 
effect. This explains his enthusiasm for the iPad. Indeed Julian now uses the tablet as 
his principal drawing tool. He even published a book on the subject in June 2018. 

Julian’s curiosity and talent has helped to make him one of the UK’s most celebrated 
landscape painters. He has a degree in Fine Art from Newcastle University, and 
studied at the Royal Academy Schools where he won the Richard Ford Award. Today, 
Julian’s works are included in the collections of Leeds City Council, TSB Group London 
Citibank, The National Trust and in private collections across Europe and the USA.

He currently lives in Brighton where he works in his studio, undertakes commissions and 
teaches drawing and painting.

Exhibition dates: June 29th – July 23rd 2023

Catto Gallery - Haydn Cottam & Julian Vilarrubi Covers_Final.indd   206/06/2023   16:57



3

To the Sea, Costa Brava I, 
65 x 40cm, Oil on Board
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Field X, Italy, 
65 x37cm, Oil on Board
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Field VIII, Italy, 30 x 30cm, Mixed Media on Canvas
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Field VI, 38 x 32cm, Oil on Paper on Board
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Field VII, 
104 x 78cm, 
Oil on Board
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Italian Dust, 100 x 76cm, Oil on Canvas
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Field IX Italy, 52 x 42cm, Oil on Board
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Cami de Ronda, 
131 x 95cm, Oil on Paper on Board
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Boats, Costa Brava, 50 x 50cm, Oil on Board




