


View through to the Forest, 99 x 79cm, QOil on Canvas

Front Cover: Sun among the Pines, 74 x 110cm, Oil on Canvas
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In the introduction to Nick Verrall's influential 2008 book ‘Colour And Light In Oils’, the
artist summarises his philosophical and technical approach to impressionistic painting.
Towards the end, one sentence leaps out. “l feel a large painting can flood the surrounding
space with colour and envelop whoever is looking at it,” he says, “It is interesting to me to
see how the play of light and shadows can fragment an image and make something that is
very easy to understand seem quite abstract.”

In two short sentences, Nick captures the magic of the impressionist ethos. In the 1870s,
Manet, Monet, Pissarro and others shocked the establishment with their fresh take on
the fundamentals of painting. They were obsessed with light. They depicted everyday
subjects. They broke the ‘rules’ of composition and colour. They prioritised subjective
experience over objective ‘truth’.

And yet, after much initial resistance, their new aesthetic became hugely popular. 150
years on impressionism remains (arguably) the most beloved of all schools of painting.
Simply, the work touches people. The fact is, impressionist paintings are aesthetically

lovely and — in their loose semi-abstracted way — essentially truthful.

Painters understand this too. None more so than Nick Verrall, who is acclaimed as one of
foremost impressionist painters and thinkers of the 21st century. His new Catto show — his
13th with us — shows why the artist is so beloved. It is filled with delicate meditations on
the interplay of light with the natural environment. There are beautiful works such Forest
Interior, Woodland Dawn and Mists Over The Lake, in which soft sunlight breaks through
morning haze. And there are more foreboding mysteries such as Evening, San Giiorgio
Maggiore with dark clouds looming over a distant townscape.

Elsewhere Nick brings us gorgeous paintings of some of Europe’s most beautiful
destinations: Provence, Tuscany, Venice, Normandy. However, this time the work also
showcases a little more of the UK than in previous collections: Norfolk, Whitby, Polperro
and, yes, Hampstead. All of these paintings amply demonstrate what Nick meant when
talked of “flooding the surrounding space” and “enveloping the viewer”.

Peillon, Provence, 49 x 69cm, Qil on Panel

They are the fruits of a lifetime’s study. It's now more than 50 years since Nick dedicated
himself to painting full time with one man show at the Upper Grosvenor Gallery in 1971.
What a career it has been. Nick has won numerous awards including The City of London
Annual Exhibition Prize, the Abbot and Holder Prize and in 2015 the de Laszlo Medal. He
was elected a member of The Royal Society of British Artists (RBA) in 2010 and a member
of The Royal Society of Oil Painters (ROI) in 2011. Prints of his work have been reproduced
by Ikea, WH Smith and the Art Group.

Come to the Catto to see why impressionism still wins the popular vote — and why Nick Verrall's
contemporary spin is keeping the philosophy fresh 150 years after its controversial birth.

B® There are more paintings online if you visit our website at www.cattogallery.co.uk Opposite: Lunch in the Orchard, 80 x 94cm, Oil on Canvas






Santa Maria della Salute in the Mist, 35 x 50cm, Oil on Panel

Passing Storm over San Giorgio Maggiore, 57 x 50cm, Oil on Panel



Evening, San Giorgio

Maggiore, 85 x 81cm,
Oil on Canvas




j .A. 3

»\-ﬁ .ul.lwlth

r.-z..nfg.? _n, &

Ths.:..,a

ﬂk“%r W &Y v-l..-.q

ﬂﬂ q‘_%-."_u.._.#...q

. L \u,j.ﬁ
c“ﬁ_ \‘ﬂ\.\* fd . /5
Rﬁ% , mﬁﬁ

Forest Interior, 86 x 112cm, Oil on Canvas
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Spring and Almond Blossom, 89 x 124cm, Oil on Canvas



il WS

1L »

Thurn Dyke Mill, Norfolk, 49 x 69cm, Oil on Panel

Norfolk Skies and Cley Mill, 57 x 75cm, QOil on Canvas



Prospect of Whitby, Wapping, 38 x 40cm, Oil on Panel
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Polperro, Cornwall, 44 x 70cm, Oil on Panel






Laburnum Walk,
101 x 102cm,

Qil on Canvas




Mists over the Lake, 94 x 92cm, Qil on Canvas



Leigh Estuary, 36 x 40, Oil on Panel

St Clements Church, Leigh on Sea, 96 x 77cm, Oil on Canvas
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San Biagio, Spring, 50 x 60cm, Oil on Panel
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Hampstead Heath Ponds, 34 x 51cm, Oil on Panel

Interior Reflections, 50 x 54cm, Oil on Panel



Morning in Suburbia, 60 x 80cm, Oil on Panel



QOil on Canvas
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Cloister Gardens




Wild Garden, Normandy, 60 x 71cm, Oil on Panel




Tuscan Vineyard, 75 x 92cm, Oil on canvas

Tuscan Farmhouse, 60 x 48cm, Oil on Panel
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Constellation of Pisces 89 x 121cm, Oil on Canvas




Hoar Frost at Dawn 56 x 80cm, Oil on Panel

Woodland Dawn, 113 x 98cm, Qil on Canvas



The Little Hat Shop, Montmartre, 91 x 109cm, Oil on Canvas




Port Grimaud, Cote d'Azur, 50 x 70cm, Oil on Panel

Boats in Martigues, 89 x 81cm, Oil on Canvas

Back Cover: Pont Neuf, Evening, 95 x 92cm, Oil on Canvas
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